
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – 235th District 
Judge Janelle Haverkamp provid-
ed an update on judicial proceed-
ings during the March 22 regular 
meeting of Cooke County Com-
missioners Court. She noted 
“the fi rst COVID-19 case was 
diagnosed in Texas on March 4, 
2020.” She said the next day, the 

[Texas] Supreme Court issued its 
fi rst emergency order and the Of-
fi ce of Court Administration is-
sued their fi rst guidance for Texas 
courts. 
 “As you all are aware, all in-
person proceedings stopped,” 
Haverkamp said. “Both non-jury 
and jury… Prior to that time we 
were averaging across Texas 186 
jury trials a week.”
 She said she feels as if she’s 

spent most of the previous year 
developing plans for the approval 
of the OCA and the Texas Su-
preme Court.
 “I would like to emphasize to 
everyone that the 235th district 
court was never closed during 
this past year,” Haverkamp said. 
“As you well know, the court-
house was never closed. Th e 
district courtroom was never 
closed. We held hearings every 

day. We held bench trials, some 
lasting several days… Th ey were 
conducted by video conferenc-
ing via Zoom and live streamed 
on YouTube… Probably more of 
the public saw what went on in 
district court than they had seen 
previously.”
 Th e 235th district court handles 
civil cases, family law cases and 
felony criminal cases, she said.

(Continued on Page 7)
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County Reports COVID Deaths Remain

at 59; Second Vaccine Doses Delayed
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – A change in 
vaccine providers has caused a 
delay in the shipment of sec-
ond dose vaccines, according to 
a Cooke County press release. 
Second doses originally sched-
uled for March 23 will be ad-
ministered March 30, 2021.
 Th e release states the second 
doses will be distributed at the 
Gainesville Civic Center at the 
same time individuals had their 
fi rst vaccination appointment. 

Th e release also noted emails 
have been sent to individuals af-
fected by the appointment date 
change. 
 Visit www.co.cooke.tx.us to 
sign up for the vaccine program.
 Th e latest information re-
leased by Cooke County offi  cials 
indicates the number of active 
COVID-19 cases was 42 as of 
March 19. Total cases are 3,635. 
New laboratory confi rmed cases 
were 6. Residents currently hos-
pitalized were 3. Th e numbers of 
deaths due to the virus remains 
59.

 Texas State Department of 
Health Services reported a total 
of 2,366,494 cases statewide as 
of March 22.
 Harris County reported, as 
of Monday, March 22, 369,185 
cases compared to 364,613 
cases reported March 15. Dal-
las County reported 250,531 
cases March 22 compared to 
249,246 cases March 15. Tar-
rant County reported 210,413 
cases March 22 compared to 
209,311 cases reported March 
15.
 For counties which bor-

der Cooke County, Grayson 
County had 10,979 cases March 
22 compared to 10,941 cases 
March 15. Denton County 
reported 52,722 cases March 
22 compared to 51,867 cases 
March 15.
  Wise County noted 5,923 
cases March 22 compared to 
5,902 cases March 15 and 1,730 
cases were reported March 22 
compared to 1,722 cases report-
ed in Montague County March 
15. Love County, Oklahoma 
reported 1,441 cases March 22 
compared to 1,438 March 15.

Judge to Commissioners: District 
Court to Handle Jury Trials 

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 With some normalcy return-
ing to our area, the Stanford 
House has announced they 
are reopening on April 1 at 
8:00 am with the naming of 
their interim director Nancy 
Brannon. Th e Stanford House 
closed down temporarily with 
the Covid-19 restrictions last 
year. Glad to see they are back 
up and running again. It is 
such a utilized facility for our 
community. Great job guys 
and gals, and good luck with 
the reopening!

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Learning Tree is hosting their 
2021-2022 Public Registration 
on March 29 from 8:30 am to 
2:30 pm at the First United 
Methodist Church, 214 S. 
Denton Street in Gainesville. 
Please use the Main and Lind-
say Street corner entrance. 

++++++++

 Callisburg Community 
Club will have their Monthly 
Meeting and Pot Luck Din-
ner on Monday, April 5, 2021 
at 6:30 pm in the Commu-
nity Building at 92 McDaniel 
Street. Following the Dinner, 
Linda Harmon will be giving 
a presentation via a recorded 
interview of her uncle James 
Dale Dennis’ account as a 
World War II POW, who was 
captured in the Battle of Th e 
Bulge. Visitors are Welcome.  
For Info call 940-668-7216.

++++++++

 Th e April 1 meeting of Cooke 
County Republican Women 
features Orlando Sanchez, 
founder of Texas Latino Con-
servatives. His presentation will 
focus on the vital importance of 
the Hispanic vote for the future 
on conservatism in Texas. Th e 
meeting will be held Th ursday, 
April 1, at 7 pm, at Cross Tim-
bers Church, 6134 FM 922, 
Valley  View 76272, about six 
miles east of Valley View.
 Th e public is invited to at-
tend. For additional informa-
tion, follow Cooke County Re-
publican Women on Facebook, 
and at cookegop.com/ccrw. Or 
contact Vice President-Pro-
grams Tiff any Lester, 940-641-
1107, or President Kerri Kings-
bery 214-681-9916. 

Gainesville City Council Approves 
Funding for New Park Memorial
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINEVILLE – Th e Gainesville 
City Council approved during 
its March 16 meeting approval 
of allotting a portion of the city’s 
hotel/motel tax to help with costs 
for a new monument to replace 
a Confederate monument which 
has stood for decades in Leonard 
Park. 
 Mayor Jim Goldsworthy re-
minded council members the 
group approved the relocation of 
a Confederate monument in the 
city’s Leonard Park last year. Plans 
are in the works to move the cur-
rent statue to another location 
within the city.
 “Back [last summer] I talked 
about the relocation of the [pres-
ent] monument. I talked about 
the new monument and the Med-
al of Honor recipients.” Gold-
sworthy said. “A lot of those men 
couldn’t play in this park when 

they were kids because of the way 
it was relegated for whites only. 
Th is monument is for everybody. 
I had an artist from Austin reach 
out. At the time, I talked about 
a monument with the pledge of 
allegiance, with hands of all dif-
ferent colors around the bottom 
and I was going to raise private 
funds for it. I did. I thought about 
$100,000 back then. Th e project 
got bigger. We collaborated at 
council. Th is is a $397,000 proj-
ect. We’ve raised private funds, 
right about $200,000. We’re go-
ing to talk tonight about funding 
the rest of it… hotel/motel [tax]. 
It’s incredibly representative of 
what Gainesville, Texas is.”
 Goldsworthy said the new stat-
ue will have “hands of all diff erent 
colors holding up the lone star of 
Texas representative of our star on 
the fl ag… very symbolic of what 
it’s going to take, one nation un-
der God. Th e Texas state pledge is 
very straight forward, the Medal 

of Honor Host City logo and 
fi ve very poignant quotes by he-
roes.” Th e monument will include 
quotes from Dr. Martin Luther 
King and Helen Keller, he said.
 “We’re going to take what was 

very dark times, diffi  cult times in 
our community, we’re going to 
hopefully approve this with the 
balance funded out of the hotel/
motel tax fund for art which is

(Continued on Page 2)

Star of North Texas - Gainesville Mayor Jim Goldsworthy pres-
ents the Star of North Texas award to Regina Camberos of Cooke 
County  Random Acts of Kindness.           (The Weekly News Photo) 

B.P. Douglas Restoration Underway - Vol-
unteers dismantled playground equipment 
Saturday, March 20, 2021 at B.P. Douglas 
Park. The demolition was part of a three 
phase restoration which will include a new 
ADA compliant playground, a splash pad, a 
B.P. Douglas monument and commemorative 
brick walkway.    (The Weekly News Photos)  
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Gainesville City Council Approves 

Funding for New Park Memorial
(Continued from Page 1)

what it’s intended to do,” 
Goldsworthy said. “Th is 
is what I want people who 
come to our community to 
think of Gainesville, Texas. 
We’re patriotic. We are the 
most patriotic small town 
in America and we are a na-
tion for everybody.”
 Goldsworthy said the 
bronze arms of the statue 
will “represent everybody.”
 He also said the statue 
will represent “unity and 
patriotism for everybody.”
 A ribbon cutting is 
planned during the city’s 
Medal of Honor event 
which is set for September 
22-25, Goldsworthy said, 
adding the hotel/motel tax 
money cannot fi x streets. 
It is earmarked for projects 
such as the Leonard Park 
statue.
 City manager Barry Sul-
livan said 15 percent of the 
hotel occupancy tax is re-
ceived for arts projects.
 “So right now, I think 
we can aff ord to put down 
$42,000 of our hotel occu-
pancy tax with our current 
budget and still be within 
that 15 percent, and then 
next year, the rest of that 
would have to come out 
of our assigned funds… I 
fi gured it up. We can get 
around $52,000 a year 
when I looked forward on 
what we regularly spend 
and what we’re looking at 
spending with the Morton 
Museum and getting the 
old fi re house updated with 
that as well. We’re getting 
another 15 percent a year in 
history type items and so we 
can do that from there and 
so with that, we can com-
plete this and for the future 
years we’ll just have to real-
ize that so much of the ho-
tel/motel fund will have to 
just start paying back the 
assigned hotel/motel fund. 
We did this earlier this year 
with a grant for the airport 
when we said, ‘Okay. We’re 
going to do this but then 
the airport fund is going to 
start paying that back on an 
annual basis to the assigned 
fund.”
 Th e new Leonard Park 
statue will be lighted and 
will be visible from Inter-
state Highway 35, Gold-
sworthy said.
 Th e council also heard a 

report from Austin Creswell 
of the B.P. Douglas Park 
Restoration program.
 Creswell said he’s been 
working closely with project 
director Latecia Hendricks.
 Creswell said Hendricks 
wanted to “bring the com-
munity together” for a proj-
ect to help residents and 
improve the quality of life 
for the community.
 “One of the biggest 
things was B.P. Douglas 
Park,” Creswell said. “With 
B.P. Douglas being such an 
infl uential person in this 
town and being so impact-
ful on the diverse commu-
nity that we have, being an 
educator at both Booker 
T. Washington prior to 
desegregation and an edu-
cator at Gainesville Junior 
High… we have been go-
ing through raising private 
funds and we have actually 
completed [fund] raising 
for Phase One which is re-
placing the playground that 
is there right now.”
 Th e council also ap-
proved the placement of 
playground equipment at 
B.P. Douglas Park.
 Creswell narrated a slide 
show for the park renova-
tion which included mak-
ing the facility compliant 
with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act code. He 
said organizers are hoping 
to have a new playground 
installed by April or May 
2021. A demolition day for 
the current playground was 
set for March 20.
 Th e next phases of the 
project will include a splash 
park and a legacy memorial 
for B.P. Douglas.
 Gainesville-Fire Rescue 
Chief, Wayne Twiner pre-
sented an update on the 
February 14-19 snowstorm 
and bitterly cold tempera-
tures which caused rolling 
blackouts, loss of water ser-
vice and danger for vulner-
able individuals including 
nursing home and assisted 
living residents.
 Twiner noted the city be-
gan putting its emergency 
response plan into place ap-
proximately February 11 in 
anticipation of the weather 
event.
 “Th e National Weather 
Service issued a winter 
storm warning on [Febru-
ary] 13 so that was for all 
254 counties in Texas,” 

Twiner said, adding “Th is 
thing was going to go all 
the way down to the [Texas] 
coast. It was going to be an 
unprecedented polar vortex 
event.”
 Twiner noted Texas Gov-
ernor Greg Abbott declared 
a state disaster February 12. 
“He was given some pretty 
good information this thing 
was going to set in for a few 
days.”
 Twiner also said the city 
implemented its disaster 
fi nance policy February 
14 and a statewide presi-
dential disaster declaration 
was approved February 15. 
Mayor Jim Goldsworthy 
declared a citywide disaster 
February 15.
 He also said the rolling 
blackouts which began early 
in the morning of Monday, 
February 15 were designed 
to prevent a statewide pow-
er failure. ERCOT request-
ed Texas residents conserve 
power, he said. 
 Th e fi re department was 
forced to shut down one 
of its stations due to lack 
of electricity. Th ere were 
also nursing home residents 
without power, Twiner said.
 Th e Gainesville Civic 
Center was designated as a 
warming station. “I called 
the director of ONCOR 
and asked if he could list 
[the civic center] as a criti-
cal infrastructure and keep 
the power on there,” Twiner 
said, adding “He said he’d 
do everything he could to 

make sure the power was 
on there.”
 Other warming sites in-
cluding the North Central 
Texas College fi eldhouse 
and Gainesville ISD gym-
nasium for the medically 
fragile. Twiner also said 
the American Red Cross 
allowed use of its trailer 
which contained 50 cots. 
A GFR fi refi ghter picked 
up the trailer and distrib-
uted cots to both NCTC 
and GISD locations. Saint 
Paul’s Episcopal Church 
was also the site of a shelter 
and kitchen providing a safe 
place to sleep and food for 
displaced residents.
 Pct 2 Commissioner Ja-
son Snuggs volunteered and 
picked up an additional 150 
cots which were available in 
Fort Worth, Twiner said. 
 Twiner also said he re-
ceived a call about residents 
from Gainesville Nursing 
Center who were without 
power. Th rough the help 
of NCTC’s Robbie Baugh 
the city was able to secure a 
place for the residents at the 
NCTC health sciences cen-
ter. GISD bus drivers took 
the nursing home residents 
to safety at NCTC.
 “We had two buses and it 
probably took us four hours 
[to transport] 36 residents,” 
he said. Transportation was 
also provided for residents 
of Summit Senior Center.
 As for pets, Twiner said 
some were housed at Noah’s

(Continued on Page 4)

COOKE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, GAINESVILLE, TEXAS • 12:00 NOON
1901 Justice Center Road, Gainesville, TX 76240 - Bulls sell first, immediately followed by the females.

L  NE STAR

70 powerful ranch-raised Angus and Hereford bulls ready to go to work. 
Also featuring the Customer Appreciation Commercial Female Sale - 

 Over 150 head of top quality replacements from quality Lone Star Genetics.

To request a catalog or for more information, please call 940-367-0064.

Spring Bull and Female Sale
THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021

Broadcasting Real-Time Auctions

Bid live online
www.dvauction.com

Located just 

one hour 

north of 

Fort Worth 

- stop by on 

your way to 

the TSCRA 

Cattle Raisers 

Convention.

Free delivery 

for purchases 

of $5,000 or 

more.

Video and 

EPD 

spreadsheet 

available

 online 2 

weeks 

before sale.

Calving ease, 

growth, 

marbling

and docility.

Lone Star - The Trusted Brand For Decades.

RODNEY & MARGARET HOWELL • GAINESVILLE, TX
940-367-0064  •  rodney@lonestarangus.biz

www.lonestarangus.com
Historic Howell Ranch Established 1861

L  NE STAR
Follow us on Instagram  lone_star_angus

For calves that weigh heavy and 
grade prime, Trust the Lone Star.

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and All Insurances.
Self Pay Accepted.



Ronnie Talley
 
Services
 Funeral services for Ron-
ald “Ronnie” Joe Talley, 66, 
of Lake Kiowa, are sched-
uled for 11:00 A.M. on 
Friday, March 26, 2021, 
at Gethsemane Baptist 
Church, Gainesville, with 
Rev. Hollis Parsons offi  ciat-
ing.  Interment will follow 
at Center Point Cemetery, 
Saint Jo.  Th e family will 
receive friends from 5:00 
to 7:00 P.M. on Th ursday, 
March 25 at Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home, 
Gainesville.
 Mr. Talley passed away 
March 20, 2021 in Sher-
man.
History
 Ronnie was born De-
cember 28, 1954 in Saint 
Jo, TX to Orville Almer 
and Ethel May (Dicker-
son) Talley.  He grew up 
and graduated high school 
in Saint Jo.  On March 
9, 1973, Ronnie married 
Karen Williams.  In 1974, 
he was employed by Hali-
burton in Snyder, TX and 
worked with them through-
out Texas, with a stint in 
Tripoli, Libya, Africa and 
lastly, in 1981 the family 
moved to Gainesville.  In 
1987, Ronnie began work-
ing at Alan Ritchey, Inc. in 
Valley View, Texas, where 
he worked for 34 years be-
fore retiring.  He loved the 
lake, fi shing, and could be 
found on almost any nice 
day cruising around Lake 
Kiowa on his golf cart.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: wife, 
Karen Talley of Lake Kiowa; 
son, Jared Talley and wife, 
Mandy of Lake Kiowa; son, 
Randall Talley and wife, 
Meredith of Dallas; fi ve 
grandchildren: Chandler, 
Grace, Maycee, Claire, and 
Jack; brothers: Alvin, Al-
ford, Gerald, and Jerry; and 
sister, Catherine.
 Mr. Talley was preceded 
in death by: parents, Orville 
and Ethel Talley; and broth-
er, Clinton.

Donations 
 In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to Home Hospice of 
Cooke County, or Lake Kio-
wa Kiwanis Club.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Steve Dedek, Jr.

Services
 Memorial service for 
Steve Dedek, Jr., will be held 
at 11:00 a.m. Friday, April 
2, 2021 at Flanagan-Watts 
Funeral Home Chapel in 
Marietta with Bro. Murray 
McMurray offi  ciating. 
History
 Steve Dedek, Jr., the son 
of Steve and Birdie Doris 
(Sanders) Dedek, was born 
on April 29, 1946 at Th ack-
erville, OK. He passed away 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
in Select Specialty Hospital 
in Carrollton, TX. Born and 
raised in Th ackerville, Steve 
graduated with the Th acker-
ville Class of 1964.
 To say Steve was outgoing 
is belittling his personality. 
His magnetic energy made 
every person he met his 
closest friend. Working for 
many years in automotive 
sales brought many friends 
into his life. He owned and 
operated S&L Auto Sales 
in Gainesville, TX for over 
23 years. He had the gift of 
storytelling and tricks that 
many people could share. 
Th e twinkle in his eye and 
the sideways smirk would 
always give him away some-
times, but the roaring laugh-
ter and clapping hands that 
came after the joke, brought 
joy to everyone within ear 
shot. He was the giant we 
all knew and loved and felt 
safe anytime he was near. 
His hugs were so meaning-
ful you knew nothing could 
ever penetrate his guard he 
had around you. Steve’s love 
for the outdoors and people 
kept him out and about 
every day and through the 
night. His daredevil person-
ality took him from sinking 

ATV’s and pontoon boats 
and going down very steep 
hills on four wheelers. We 
never knew how he could 
ever stay insured.
 You could fi nd him at ev-
ery high school basketball 
game that he could fi nd. 
He did not even need to 
know the players. Just to en-
joy watching the game was 
good enough for him. He 
was an avid fan of the OU 
Sooners football team. Steve 
loved to go to the casino and 
just gossip with the guys, 
but again you never knew if 
it was the truth or another 
trick he was playing on you. 
His love for his grandchil-
dren was unconditional. 
Teaching them the ways of 
the farm and how to buy a 
car were only a few things 
he enjoyed. When his voice 
was lost, the personality was 
still there. Th ose eyebrows 
would move, and his eyes 
would tell you every word 
he needed to say. Th e man, 
the friend, the legend that 
he was will always remain. 
 Steve was preceded in 
death by his parents; four 
brothers, Haney Dedek, 
Kenzie Dedek, Mike Dedek, 
and Clent Dedek; and two 
sisters, Gladys Bond and 
Helen Long.
Survivors
 Survivors include his 
loving wife, Debra of the 
home; daughter, Stacie Lla-
no of Gainesville; son, Ste-
ven Kemp of Denton, TX; 
fi ve grandchildren, Chance 
Llano and Taylor Llano of 
Gainesville, Chloe Kemp of 
Oklahoma City, OK, and 
Josey and Jacey Kemp of 
Denton; one brother, Da-
vid Dedek of Marietta, OK; 
three sisters, Linda Mor-
gan of Carrollton, Barbara 
Gregg of Colorado Springs, 
CO, and Burnedia Nam-
minga and husband Ivan of 
Dallas, TX; brother-in-law, 
Leroy McLaughlin of Wyn-
newood; brother-in-law and 
sister-in-law, Gary & Sher-
ry McLaughlin of Valley 
View, TX; sister-in-law and 
brother-in-law, Brenda and 
Bobby Dean of Marietta; 
sister-in-law, Cyndy Green 
of Burneyville, OK; and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. 
 Honorary bearers are 
Mike Wigington, Judge 
John Morris, Brunson Cho-
ate, Steve Boone, Jason 
Snuggs, Jerry Lemons, Tim 
Camp, Bob Doty, Michael 
Sampson, Rick Jones, and 
Rick Smith. 
 Online guest book: watts-
funeralhome.com.

Merlin “Shorty” Wilson

Services
 Merlin Leon Wilson, 
known by most as “Shorty,” 
passed away at his home on 
March 16, 2021.
 A visitation will be held 
from 6:00 to 8:00 PM on 
Friday, March 19, 2021 at 
the Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home. Th e funeral 
will be held at 2:00 PM on 
Saturday, March 20, 2021 
at the First United Method-
ist Church Fellowship Hall, 
Rev. Hollis Parsons offi  ciat-
ing, under the direction of 
Geo. J. Carroll & Son Fu-
neral Home, with interment 
at Fairview Cemetery. 
 Pallbearers will be Damon 
Foster, Kasey Kuykendall, 
Kirk Wilson, Kinzy Wilson, 
Doug Shotwell, Brian Sho-
twell, Dustin Wilson, and 
Kayden Luscomb. Honor-
ary pallbearers are Colten 
Wilson, Brent Foster, DJ 
Th omas, Bobby Riley, and 
Reid Riley.
History
 He was born in Gaines-
ville, Texas on August 11, 
1939 to Herbert Leon Wil-
son and Dorothy Mae Robi-
son. 
 Merlin married the love of 
his life, Lorene Haverkamp, 
in February, 1961 in Gaines-
ville. Th ey recently celebrat-
ed 60 years of marriage. 
Th ree sons were born of this 
marriage. Kenny, Randy, 
and Donny were called “the 
little kids” when they were 
young. Th e little kids joined 
Lorene’s two children from 
a previous marriage; Sharon 
and Lacy Shotwell. Merlin 
also had two children from a 
previous marriage; Th omas 
Dean and Kathy Wilson. 
 He worked at various 
types of jobs throughout his 
life. He worked in construc-
tion for a number of years 
and was a partner in the Tri-
County Construction Com-
pany. He and Lorene were 
owner/operators of the Co-
lonial Restaurant and Cater-
ing for nearly fi fty years. 
 Merlin loved coaching 
little league baseball during 
the time his sons were grow-
ing up. He enjoyed visiting 
with people and telling sto-
ries – some of which were 
more than likely tall Texas 
tales. He liked to cut up 
with people and had a good 
sense of humor. He enjoyed 
helping family and friends, 
especially the elderly. He 
was a long-time member of 
Tabernacle Baptist Church 
and loved his church fam-
ily. He really liked attend-
ing church and missed being 
able to go when his and Lo-
rene’s health started to fail. 
 He was preceded in death 
by his mother and stepfa-
ther, Dorothy Mae and Tom 

Elliott, father and stepmoth-
er, Herb and Velma Wilson, 
sisters Veda Simmons and 
Dorothy Jean Elliott, son 
Th omas Wilson, and step-
brother Rick Adams. 
Survivors
 He is survived by his wife, 
Lorene, sons Kenny Wilson 
and wife Betty, Randy Wil-
son and wife Robin, Donny 
Wilson and wife Darla, 
daughter Kathy Th omas, 
stepdaughter Sharon For-
ney and husband Dean, 
stepson Lacy Shotwell and 
wife Karen, brother Jerry 
Don Wilson, brother-in-law 
Lenny Haverkamp and wife 
Joan, stepbrothers Tommy 
Adams, Glenn Adams, and 
Wallace Adams, stepsisters 
Susan Means and Mary 
Burkhart, sixteen grandchil-
dren, thirteen great grand-
children, and one great great 
granddaughter. He is also 
survived by numerous niec-
es and nephews and many 
friends. Merlin (Shorty) will 
be missed by his family and 
friends. 
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Martha Hickman
Lupher

Services
 Martha Hickman Lupher 
passed away March 17, 
2021 in Fort Worth, Texas 
after a lengthy battle against 
cancer.
 Graveside services hon-
oring Martha will be held 
at 2:00 PM on Saturday, 
March 20, 2021 at Oak-
wood Cemetery in Whites-
boro, offi  ciated by Dr. Dan 
Anderson-Little.  No formal 
visitation is scheduled.  Ser-
vices are under the direction 
of Meador Funeral Home of 
Whitesboro.
History
 She was born June 22, 
1933 in Sherman, Texas to 
her parents, Rufus Leon and 
Frances Hickman.  Mar-
tha graduated as Salutato-
rian from Whitesboro High 
School.  She then attended 
Cooke County Junior Col-
lege and later married the 
love of her life, Jerry Lee 
Lupher on July 15, 1954 in 
Whitesboro, Texas.  Mar-
tha was a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church 
of Garland.  She loved the 
Lord and her family.  She 
loved her church friends and 
spending time with them.  
Martha loved her children, 
grandchildren and her great 
grandchildren. She enjoyed 
reading her Bible and read-
ing in general.
Survivors
 Survivors include her chil-
dren, Janet Moore and hus-
band, David of Palm City, 
Florida; Gary Lupher and 
wife Linda of Benbrook, 
Texas; Karen Tarver and hus-
band, John of Richmond, 
Texas; four grandchildren, 
Stacey, Erin, Lyndsey and 
Blake, eight great-grandchil-
dren, Liam, Sydney, Laine, 
Hill, Caolan, Bradan, Edyn 
and Reagan; a sister, Mary 
Hawkins of Midlothian, 
Texas; as well as numerous 
nieces and nephews.

 Martha was preceded in 
death by her husband, Jer-
ry Lupher, parents, Rufus 
Leon and Frances Hickman, 
brother, Dan Hickman, and 
granddaughter, Lauren Lu-
pher.
 To sign the online registry, 
please go to www.meadorfu-
neral.com.

Gene Hobbs
 
Services
 A graveside service for 
Gene Hobbs, 87, of Gaines-
ville, is scheduled for 10:00 
A.M. on Monday, March 
22, 2021 at Callisburg 
Cemetery with Loys Gene 
Hobbs offi  ciating.  
History 
 Gene was born September 
6, 1933 in Tokio, TX to Doc 
and Opal (West) Hobbs.  
He passed away March 18, 
2021 in Denison.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: son, 
Michael Hobbs and wife, 
Linda of Bacliff ; daughter, 
Ann Burr and husband, 
Hugh of Gainesville; daugh-
ter-in-law, Dolly Hobbs of 
Gainesville; 8 grandchil-
dren; 17 great-grandchil-
dren; and 2 great-great-
grandchildren.
 Mr. Hobbs was preced-
ed in death by: wife, Isla 
Hobbs; parents, Doc and 
Opal Hobbs; son, Robert 
Hobbs; great-granddaugh-
ter, Larken Burr; brother, 
Allan Hobbs; and brother, 
Leon Hobbs.
Donations 
 In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to a charity of one’s 
choosing.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Kimberley Bruce

Services
 Kimberley Clydette 
Bruce, 55 of Gainesville, 
Texas passed away on March 
14, 2021.  Th ere will be visi-
tation on Th ursday, March 
18, 2021 from 6:00-8:00 
pm at the Meador Funeral 
Home Chapel, 1204 E. Cal-
ifornia Street, Gainesville, 
Texas.  Graveside service will 
be held Friday, March 19, 
2021 at 2:00 pm at Rosston 
Cemetery.
History
 She was born May 22, 
1965 to Richard Johnson 
and Faye (Bennett) Johnson.  
Kimberley was a member of 
the Cowboy Church.  
Survivors
 Kimberley is survived 
by her husband, Michael 
P. Bruce; son, Michael Ray 
Bruce of Gainesville; moth-
er, Barbara Bruce of Gaines-
ville and brother, Timmy 
Johnson of Gainesville, Tex-
as.
 Preceded in death by two 
brothers, Gregory Johnson, 
Ricky Johnson; parents, 
Faye and Richard Johnson.
 To sign the online registry, 
please go to www.meadorfu-
neral.com.

(Continued on Page 7)
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Gainesville Police Reports
GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Gainesville Police inves-
tigated street signs stolen 
from Fairview Cemetery. 
Th e loss was listed at less 
than $20,000.
 Michael Douglas Justice 
reported fraudulent use, 
possession of credit or debit 
card in the 1800 block of 
Lawrence Street.
 Elizabeth Nicole Jennings 
reported criminal mischief 
less than $750 in the 400 
block of Red River Street.
 Police investigated posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia 
in the 2200 block of North 
I-35.
 Gregory Scott Ledane re-
ported theft of ammunition 
from a shopping cart at At-
woods in the 800 block of 
East Highway 82.
 Police investigated posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia 
in the 2100 block of North 
I-35.
 Shanna Walsh reported 
theft of property less than 
$300,000 in the 1100 block 
of East California Street.
 Ly Bun Tin reported 
theft of material aluminum/
bronze/copper/brass less 

than $20,000 in the 3300 
block of North I-35.
 Police investigated an in-
cident of possession of drug 
paraphernalia in the 1500 
block of Grand Avenue.
 Steppin’ Out Western 
Outlet reported theft of 
property less $750 in the 
4400 block of North I-35.
 Robin Elizabeth Hermes 
reported fraudulent use of 
identifying information in 
the 1100 block of Magnolia 
Street.
 Krista Lee Barthold re-
ported burglary of a build-
ing in the 1300 block of 
North Grand Avenue.
 Police investigated an in-
cident of possession of drug 
paraphernalia in the 1000 
block of West California 
Street.
 Th eft of material alumi-
num/bronze/copper/brass 
less than $2,500 was report-
ed in the 100 block of West 
Hird Street.
 Police investigated an in-
cident of possession of drug 
paraphernalia in the 200 
block of West California 
Street.
 Pamela Ann Ball reported 
reckless damage in the 4300 
block of NorthI-35.
 Derika Lashay Brown and 

Joe Allen Brown reported 
harassment in the 1000 
block of Bella Vista Drive.
 David Lee Sims reported 
fraudulent use/possession of 
identifying information in 
the 1200 block of Beltline 
Road.
 Hibbett Sports reported 
theft of property less than 
$750 in the 900 block of 
East Highway 82.
 Police investigated an in-
cident of possession of drug 
paraphernalia and issued a 
citation in the 1000 block of 
North Grand Avenue.
 Criminal trespass was re-
ported in the 1800 block of 
Lawrence Street.
 
Arrest Log
 Avril L. Barron, 42, mo-
tion to proceed, felony war-
rant.
 Khara M. Meyers, 44, 
driving while intoxicated.
 Jeff rey W. Short, 18, traf-
fi c stop in the 600 block of 
South Grand Avenue result-
ed in multiple drug off enses 
and juvenile related off ense. 
Possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram, possession of mari-
juana less than two ounces, 
minor in possession of alco-
hol.

 Clinton P. Fizer, 50, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams, 
tampering with physical evi-
dence.
 Billy D. Jeff erson, 65, 
warrant arrest.
 Ryan A. Haskins, 22, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram.
 Spencer M. Kleeman, 20, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 
gram.
 Brian P. Broussard, 35, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 4 gram, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 28 
grams.
 Kourtney Holcomb, 40, 
warrant arrest.
 Juan Castruita, 24, driv-
ing while intoxicated war-
rant arrest.
 Jordan L. Harris, 35, driv-
ing while intoxicated third 
or more.
 Riley J. Walterscheid, 18, 
driving while intoxicated.
 Matthew H. Outtrim, 49, 
theft of property less than 
$750
 Misty A. Hubble, 38, 
failure to identify giving 
false/fi ctitious information/
theft of property less than 
$750.

Enjoy Mimosas & Bloody Marys

113 N. Main  |  Muenster, TX  |  940-759-3627
Now Open For Breakfast on

Sunday 8:00 - 10:30 am
Now Open For Breakfast on

Sunday 8:00 - 10:30 am
Omelets • Eggs  • Pancakes

Hashbrowns • Bacon • Sausage
German Sausage • Biscuits & Gravy

 
Our public registration for the 2021-2022 
school term will be held Monday, March 29th, 
from 8:30 - 2:30 at the First United Methodist 
Church, 214 S. Denton.  Please use Main and 
Lindsay Street corner entrance. Sign-in for reg-
istration will start promptly at 8:30. The Learn-
ing Tree is a program for children who will be 
age three or four as of September 1, 2021.

The Learning Tree is a non-pro  t organization.  
The 2021-22 school year will mark the schools 
40th year as a licensed center by the Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Servic-
es and is a ministry of First Unites Methodist 
Church.

Learning Tree
Public Registration

for 2021-2022

Gainesville City Council Approves 

Funding for New Park Memorial
(Continued from Page 2)

Ark Animal Shelter during 
the disaster.
 Th e weather event was 
also a time of sacrifi ce for 
Gainesville city workers. City 
Manager Barry Sullivan said 
some city employees worked 
their normal shifts and then 
returned to work all-night 
shifts to help residents. 
 In addition, Twiner said 
the Jodi Lane radio tower 
had a malfunction. “We had 
our resources in every direc-
tion, so I think Chief [Kevin] 
Phillips called [former city 
employee] Jackie Jones out 
of retirement. So,  he knew 
about the radio tower there 
and all the radio equipment, 
and he came out of retire-
ment and went to work.”
 Twiner also said North 
Texas Medical Center Chief 
Executive Offi  cer Tom 
Sledge called and said “the 
facility’s boiler was freezing. 
‘We’re fi xing to have to evac-
uate the hospital.’” 
 Sledge requested a propane 
heater, Twiner said. He noted 
the department provided a 
heater to thaw the boiler and 
the problem was resolved.
 Th e city received multiple 
reports of broken water pipes 
and broken water mains along 
with a drop in water pressure. 
Twiner said on a typical day 
total water usage is about 2.3 
million gallons of water. “At 
the end of February 16, we 
used over 5.2 million gallons 
of water,” he said. He also said 
the city was doing everything 
it could to prevent having to 
implement a boil water notice 
for residents.
 He said city water ser-
vices returned to normal 
Sunday, February 21 and 
damage assessments began. 
Total damages through Feb-
ruary 28 were approximately 
$82,315.29.  Twiner said 
the county was approved for 
FEMA disaster assistance.

 He also said the city part-
nered with Volunteers in 
Service to Others. VISTO 
helped supply snacks, food 
and services. “Our non-prof-
its are great,” Twiner said.
 Sullivan, Goldsworthy 
and others had praise for city 
workers who stepped up dur-
ing the severe weather event.
 “I would venture to say the 
majority of people in Gaines-
ville will [say] ‘Wow, I didn’t 
realize all that was happen-
ing… I mean, I didn’t real-
ize all that was happening,” 
Councilmember Ward 4 Ken 
Keeler said.
 Th e council also present-
ed the Star of North Texas 
award to Random Acts of 
Kindness founder Regina 
Camberos who along with 
others helped provide ser-
vices for individuals in need 
during the crisis.
 “You don’t do things for 
recognition but you are 
getting recognized today,” 
Goldsworthy said. “Th is is 
called the Star of North Tex-
as. It’s for folks who go above 
and beyond like you’ve done 
for so many people, utilizing 
Facebook for a positive thing 
and we can’t say how much 
we appreciate you and want 
you to receive [this] small to-
ken of our appreciation and 
our thanks.” 
 Th ere were no citizen com-
ments during the meeting.
 Th e council unanimously 
approved the consent agenda 
which included minutes of 
the March 2, 2021 council 
meeting.
 In addition, the council 
tabled a resolution accepting 
bids for cash sale of certain 
tracts of land owned by the 
city of Gainesville from the 
Williams addition.
 Th e council also approved 
a resolution to appoint Lin-
da Cummings as presiding 
judge and Penny Taylor as al-
ternate judge for the general 
election set for May 2, 2021. 

Election clerks are Melody 
Helton, Shauna Smith, Al-
lana Williams and Mary 
Onugha. 
 City Secretary Diana Al-
cala is designated early vot-
ing clerk and Lisa Dodd is 
assistant for early voting.  
Election clerks for early vot-
ing are Linda Cummings, 
Penny Taylor, Melody Hel-
ton, Shauna Smith and Mary 
Onugha. Th e presiding 
judge and alternate judges 
will receive $15 an hour. Th e 
council also approved $12 an 
hour for election judges. 
 Early voting is set for 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. beginning 
April 19 through April 27. 
Election day is May 1.
 Sullivan said the agenda 
item was “just an adminis-
trative duty to approve the 
judges.”
 Th e council also unani-
mously approved the fi nan-
cial audit, fi nancial state-
ment and opinion for fi scal 
year ending September 30, 
2020 as prepared by Schalk 
& Smith, Certifi ed Public 
accountants and authorized 
the city secretary to fi le the 
audit in according with the 
provision s of local govern-
ment code, subtitle A, chap-
ter 103.
 Auditor Judy Smith said 
the fi nancial statements 
which were more meaningful 
for the council include the 
general fund balance which 
is $9,053,000.
 Sullivan said he’d like to 
point out a couple of things.
 “Th is last year when the 
pandemic hit, we started 
cutting back signifi cantly,” 
Sullivan said. “And it’s im-
portant to realize that we 
cut back $2.2 million.  You 
know, when you drove by 
and some of our parks were 
one foot tall in grass that is 
because we were down four 
and fi ve employees at certain 
times in our parks depart-
ment because we weren’t fi ll-

ing those positions. We were 
bringing on our seasonal em-
ployees to help do all that. 
Th ose did not get brought 
in. Departments did all that. 
Th e employees that remained 
were working as hard as they 
could to try to make up for 
those missing positions. Plus, 
departments cut some of 
their projects.”
 Th e council also opened 
and closed a public hearing, 
suspended the charter and 
approved a special use permit 
for short term rental proper-
ties.
 Th e council opened and 
closed a public hearing, 
suspended the charter and 
unanimously approved a 
special use permit issued to 
Pen-Tex Energy to operate 
a solar farm on an approxi-
mately 16.1 acre parcel at 
County Road 404, northeast 
of Gainesville Municipal Air-
port.
 Next the council approved 
a grant application for in ve-
hicle router project 22-22.
 “Basically, this is going to 
replace our wireless router so 
our computers can operate 
out of our vehicles,” Sullivan 
said. “It’s a $1,250 grant so 
it’s a small grant but it will be 
a huge increase in power for 
our police department. Th is 
will increase our download 
speeds 127 percent and our 
upload speeds 77 percent. 
And this is a 100 percent 
grant so we don’t have to use 
our taxpayer’s money out of 
our budget to pay for this, so 
we recommend that we go 
through with this.”
 Th e council also approved 
a resolution to enter into a 
contract for retail electricity 
received through a reverse 
auction via EMEX.
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Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports

GAINESVILLE - Th e Stan-
ford House Advisory Board 
is happy to announce the re-
opening of the Senior Activ-
ity Center April 1st at 8 a.m. 
and the naming of Nancy 
Brannon to be interim direc-
tor.  Open Tuesday through 
Th ursday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m., the Stanford House 
welcomes seniors age 55+ 
with daily activities such as 
indoor walking, low-impact 

exercise, dominoes, card 
games, and mind challenge 
activities.  Weekly activi-
ties include yoga, arts and 
crafts, quilting, line danc-
ing, Breakfast and Bingo, 
and the Alzheimer’s respite 
program, Time Out.  
 Stanford House opened 
in 1992 as a result of the 
generosity of Mattie Stan-
ford, a Gainesville citizen, 
wanting a safe and fun 

place for area seniors to 
gather in fellowship at no 
fee to be a member.  Th e 
Stanford House is located 
at 401 West Garnett in 
Gainesville, phone (940) 
668-1452, and email Stan-
fordHouseGainesvilleTX@
yahoo.com.  You can also 
visit the Stanford House on 
Facebook or log on to our 
website at StanfordHouse.
org.

Stanford House Set 
to Reopen April 1

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following sentences were is-
sued for felony indictments 
and fi led in the 235th Dis-
trict Court.
 Carl Michael Griffi  th, 61, 
was convicted of the April 
22, 2019 second degree 
felony off ense of driving 
while intoxicated third or 
more and was sentenced to 
10 years suspended time, 10 
years confi nement in a state 
jail facility, 10 years’ proba-
tion plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Th omas Eugene Evans, 
38, was convicted of the July 
19, 2019 third degree felony 
off ense of failure to comply 
with registration require-
ment and was sentenced to 
three years confi nement in 
a state jail facility and court 
costs.
 John Wesley Chisolm, 76, 
was convicted of the May 
31, 2019 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram and was sentenced 
to two years’ probation de-
ferred, a $500 fi ne plus res-
titution and court costs.
 Crystal Genea Kelso, 40, 
was convicted of the No-
vember 2, 2019 state jail fel-
ony off ense of possession of 
a controlled substance and 
for the November 2, 2019 
third degree felony off ense 
of prohibited substance in 
a correctional facility and 
was sentenced to three years’ 
probation deferred, a $500 
fi ne plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Th omas Eugene Evans, 
38, was convicted of the De-
cember 16, 2019 third de-
gree felony off ense of failure 
to comply with registration 
requirement and was sen-
tenced to three years’ con-
fi nement in a state jail facil-
ity.
 Silvano Diaz-Mendoza, 
36, was convicted of the 

May 10, 2020 state jail fel-
ony off ense of driving while 
intoxicated with child pas-
senger and was sentenced 
to one year suspended time, 
one year confi nement in a 
state jail facility, two years’ 
probation, a $1,000 fi ne 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 John Newton Needham 
Jr, 70, was convicted of the 
June 21, 2020 habitual of-
fense of driving while in-
toxicated third or more and 
was sentenced to 25 years’ 

confi nement in a state jail 
facility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Ruby Lashea Ester Nel-
son, 38, was convicted of 
the September 16, 2020 
state jail felony off ense of 
abandoning or endangering 
a child and was sentenced 
to one year, six months’ sus-
pended time in a state jail fa-
cility, two years’ probation, a 
$500 fi ne and court costs.
 Haley Lee Sisemore, 21, 
was convicted of the August 
20, 2020 state jail felony of-

fense of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram and was sentenced 
to two years’ probation de-
ferred, a $1,000 fi ne plus 
restitution and court costs.
 Martin Cruz-Landeros, 
39, was convicted of the No-
vember 7, 2020 third degree 
felony off ense of evading ar-
rest or detention with a ve-
hicle and was sentenced to 4 
months, 13 days suspended 
time, 3 months’ confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility 
and court costs.

Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Brandi Dawn Shaw re-
ported criminal mischief 
less than $750 in the 6000 
block of North I-35.
 Offi  cers investigated 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams at Radio Hill Road 
and O’Neal Street.
 Offi  cers investigated 

manufacture/delivery of a 
controlled substance less 
than 200 grams at FM 902 
and West Line Road.
 Offi  cers investigated 
an incident of driving 
while intoxicated third or 
more in the 3000 block of 
County Road 135.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of driving while 
intoxicated in the 400 
block of northbound I-35.
 Offi  cers investigated an 

incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram in the 500 
block of South I-35.
 
Arrest Log
 Sherri Denetta Frank-
lin,42, driving while in-
toxicated.
 Dylan Wayne Ashlock, 
18, aggravated assault/
serious bodily injury/fam-
ily member, aggravated as-
sault, serious bodily injury.

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce. 
 Bryan Cullen Smith, 40, 
Sherman and Dawnique 
Nicole Walters, 47, Sher-
man.

 Justin Shane Jones, 
41, Paoli, Oklahoma and 
Courtney Natosha Smiddy, 
40, Velma, Oklahoma.
 Shane Hubert Th omp-
son, 37, Kingston, Okla-
homa and Kirsten Ranee 
Arnold, 25, Kingston.
 Antonio Lara Alvarez, 32, 

Valley View and Guadalupe 
Martinez, 30, Valley View.
 Marcos Pichardo Padilla, 
37, Gainesville and Su-
sana Amador Alvarez, 34, 
Gainesville.
 Joshua Th omas Barnett, 
24, Purcell, Oklahoma and 
Rachel Elaine Box, 22, Gra-
ham.
 Cody Hiro Peterson, 29, 
Whitesboro and Brenna 
Noel McLaughlin, 26, 
Whitesboro.
 Tayyab Tahir, 27, 
Muenster and Mistie Kay 
Ashlock, 35, Muenster.
 Daniel Vazquez Cruz, 
20, Gainesville and Aoror-
ita Hernandez Chabes, 22, 
Gainesville.
 Dalton Cole McFatridge, 
28, Paris and Lauren Taylor 
Namey, 30, North Rich-
land Hills.
 Jose Ramon Acuna Ol-
vera, 31, Gainesville and 
Maria Sughey Gonzalez, 
30, Gainesville.
 Shane Colten Sicking, 
27, Gainesville and Brooke 
Lindsey Siler, 24, Gaines-
ville.
 Patrick James Nevins, 28, 
Norman, Oklahoma, and 
Erica Th omasa Cavazos, 25, 
Norman.

Marriage License
Requests Received

We Offer:
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

98% Customer Satisfaction Rate in 2019

DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER

1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

Prices Valid thru March 31, 2021.

Always Military, Police and 
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!

Shirts $2.59
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.89.

Dry Cleaning $3.39
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.

Jeans $4.89
Cowboy Starched.

Comforters $27.09
Down Comforters $36.05.

www.drycleansupercenter.com

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

LOOKING 
FORWARD, 
REACHING 

HIGHER
Step by step, that’s the way… building tomorrow today. 

new ways to help you manage your money better, 
smarter, faster and easier.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257
$1.00 off

Feed trough buffet

Expires 05/31/2021

Catfish Louie’s
Try us... You’ll be hooked
 4 Piece Catfish

$5.95
Regular Price $6.95       Limit 2

Expires 05/31/2021

Good on Supper Buffet after 4:00 pm
(Limit 2 per coupon)

1825 E. Hwy 82 Gainesville, Texas

Now Open
The Neu Improved Feed Trough Buffet
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Letter Policy
Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers to 
submit letters to the editor. Letters should include the 
author’s name, address and daytime phone number. 
No letter will be printed without confi rmation from 
the author. Letters should be brief and to-the-point.  
    Lengthy letters may require 
condensing. Confi rmed letters will be printed as space 
allows. Letters that are not signed, contain personal at-
tacks or ask that the author’s name be withheld will 
not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without cor-
rections of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate lan-
guage will be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month 
that are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the 
author and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 

 Letters should be submitted to: 
   Th e Weekly News of Cooke County
   216 W. Pecan Street
   Gainesville, Texas 76240

or e-mail letters to:
Grice.King@Th eWeeklyNewsCC.com 

Letter to the Editor...

Opinions

Patrick J. Buchanan

Do We Not Have Enough Enemies?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

Asked bluntly by ABC’s 
George Stephanopoulos if 
he believes Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin is “a 
killer,” Joe Biden answered, 
“Uh, I do.”
 Biden added that he 
once told Putin to his face 
that he had “no soul.” 
 Biden also indicated 
that new sanctions would 
be imposed on Russia for 
the poisoning of dissident 
Alexei Navalny and for 
meddling in the 2020 U.S. 
election to allegedly help 
Donald Trump. Russia also 
faces U.S. sanctions for 
building the Nord Stream 
2 pipeline under the Bal-
tic to deliver natural gas to 

Germany.
 With its president being 
called a “killer” by the U.S. 
president, Russia called 
Ambassador Anatoly An-
tonov home “for consulta-
tions.” In other times, such 
an exchange would bring 
the two nations to the 
brink of war.
 What is Biden doing? 
Do we not have enough 
enemies? Does he not have 
enough problems on his 
plate? 
 Th e May 1 deadline for 
full withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from Afghanistan, 
negotiated a year ago with 
the Taliban, is just six weeks 
off . Do we stay and soldier 
on or depart? No decision 
has been announced.
 If we stay, our forces in 
Afghanistan could, again, 
come under fi re. If we 
leave, the Kabul regime 
could be shaken to its 
foundation and fall. 
 Leaving would be an 
admission that the U.S. 
failed, and the war is lost.
 After the recent U.S.-
South Korea military ex-
ercises, North Korean dic-
tator Kim Jong Un’s sister 
issued this threat to the 

Biden administration: 
 “We take this oppor-
tunity to warn the new 
U.S. administration trying 
hard to give off  powdered 
smell in our land (that) if 
it wants to sleep in peace 
for the coming four years, 
it had better refrain from 
causing a stink at its fi rst 
step.”
 Th ere is talk of new 
North Korean tests of mis-
siles and nuclear weapons. 
 Secretary of State Anto-
ny Blinken said in Tokyo 
this week that the U.S. 
goal remains “the complete 
denuclearization of North 
Korea” But Presidents Bush 
II, Obama and Trump all 
failed to achieve that goal. 
 With national elections 
in June, the clock is also 
running on the Tehran re-
gime that negotiated the 
2015 nuclear deal. Does 
Biden intend to sign on 
again, as he indicated in 
the campaign he would, or 
walk away? 
 Biden also faces a new 
crisis of his own making. 
His “compassionate” pol-
icy on illegal immigration 
has been rewarded with 
scores of thousands of chil-

dren, teenagers and fami-
lies crossing our South-
ern border to be granted 
temporary residence while 
their cases await hearings. 
 With the border disinte-
grating, one would think 
the Biden administration 
would not be looking 
around for other crises. 
 Yet, in Tokyo, on the 
eve of his meeting with 
the Chinese in Anchor-
age, Blinken was playing 
the hawk: “China uses co-
ercion and aggression to 
systematically erode auton-
omy in Hong Kong, un-
dercut democracy in Tai-
wan, abuse human rights 
in Xinjiang and Tibet, and 
assert maritime claims in 
the South China Sea that 
violate international law. ... 
We will push back if neces-
sary when China uses coer-
cion or aggression to get its 
way.”
 China has enacted a new 
law that authorizes its coast 
guard to use force to de-
fend Chinese sovereignty. 
And among China’s claims 
to sovereign control are the 
Senkaku Islands in the East 
China Sea, claimed and 
controlled by Japan.

 Blinken has warned the 
U.S. will fi ght to keep the 
Senkakus Japanese.
 While in Tokyo, Blinken 
also denounced the gener-
als’ coup in Myanmar, ac-
cusing Myanmar’s army of 
“attempting to overturn 
the results of a democratic 
election and ... brutally re-
pressing peaceful protest-
ers.”
 Former national security 
adviser to President Trump 
John Bolton has listed 
other areas where China is 
engaged in “unacceptable 
behavior.”
 “A by-no-means-com-
prehensive list of Beijing’s 
transgressions that require 
U.S. attention would in-
clude: meddling, blatant 
and subtle, with U.S. pub-
lic opinion; building mili-
tary bases in the disputed 
South China Sea; menac-
ing Taiwan, Vietnam and 
India; increasing strategic 
nuclear forces and egre-
gious global cyberwarfare; 
empowering North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons program; 
concealing the origins of 
covid-19; stealing intellec-
tual property and forcing 
technology transfers; and 
genocide against Uyghurs 
and the repression of Hong 
Kong.”
 Perhaps the Anchorage 
talks can be extended to get 
all the items on Bolton’s 
agenda fully addressed.
 Again, does not America 

have enough on her plate 
already?
 Our national debt is now 
larger than our national 
economy. COVID-19 has 
killed half a million of us 
and is killing 1,000 a day 
more. We have a broken 
and bleeding Southern 
border being overrun with 
no end in sight. 
 Politically, our nation 
is divided as deeply as it 
was on the eve of the Civil 
War. We are caught up in 
a culture war, at the root 
of which is an irreconcil-
able confl ict over whether 
America is a good and 
great country, perhaps the 
greatest -- or a nation of 
whose history and found-
ing we ought to be eter-
nally ashamed.
 If time is on America’s 
side in our cold wars with 
Russia, China, North Ko-
rea and Iran, is not the 
wiser policy to maneuver 
to avoid any new hot wars?
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and 
Divided America For-
ever.” To fi nd out more 
about Patrick Buchanan 
and read features by other 
Creators writers and car-
toonists, visit the Cre-
ators website at www.cre-
ators.com.
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Mark Shields

Opening Day Is Good News

By Mark Shields

Baseball is back, and 
not a moment too soon. 
America -- and especially 
Washington -- in 2021 
desperately needs the 
values and the constancy 
of baseball. Nobody put 
baseball better than did 
war hero, team owner 

and American original 
Bill Veeck: “Baseball is 
almost the only orderly 
thing in a very unorderly 
world. If you get three 
strikes, even the best law-
yer in the world can’t get 
you off .” 
 Veeck was absolutely 
right. Pedigree and so-
cial connections are no 
help if you can’t hit a 
curveball. Whether your 
family arrived on the 
Mayfl ower or under the 
cover of darkness wading 
across the Rio Grande 
matters to nobody in the 
ballpark with two outs in 
the last of the ninth and 
you represent the last 
chance to bring home 
the tying run from third 
base.

 Th e language of base-
ball is straightforward 
and unbureaucratic. 
An error wasn’t made; 
Shields made the error 
allowing the winning 
run to score. Baseball is 
made up of hits and runs, 
strikes and balls. Th ere 
are no pilot projects or 
interim reports outlining 
parameters and proposed 
temporary guidelines. In 
baseball, decisions are 
made -- by umpires and 
managers -- and the con-
sequences are known im-
mediately by fans who are 
free to boo or to cheer.
 “Red” Smith, the bril-
liant American sports-
writer, explained the ge-
nius of the dimensions 
of the baseball fi eld: “Th e 

90 feet between home 
plate and fi rst base may 
be the closest man has 
ever come to perfection.” 
Th ink about it: If a foot-
ball fi eld were 120 yards 
long -- instead of 100 
yards -- it would make 
no real diff erence to the 
game itself, or if the bas-
ketball hoop were 12 feet 
instead of 10 feet from 
the fl oor .
 But now, nearly two 
centuries since the base-
ball diamond was fi rst 
laid out, when the bat-
ter hits a ground ball to 
one of the infi elders, the 
race from the batter’s box 
to fi rst base frequently 
results in a photo fi n-
ish. Because the pitcher’s 
mound and the batter’s 

box are 60 feet and 6 
inches apart, the battle 
between the pitcher and 
the batter is a not uneven 
battle. If the pitcher were 
just 50 feet away, that 
would give the pitcher an 
unfair advantage over the 
hitter, while if the pitcher 
were 70 feet away from 
the batter, the advantage 
would swing dramati-
cally to the batter genius.
 In our hyped-up, over-
caff einated world, base-
ball has no clocks or 
watches; it is timeless. 
You don’t run out of time 
in baseball; your destiny 
is in your own hands, 
and that is good. Either 
you get your opponent 
out or your opponent 
gets you out.

 Baseball, of course, 
has its critics. It lacks 
the action of football or 
basketball. Baseball can 
be too slow or leisurely. 
Once again, the im-
mortal Smith provides 
the rebuttal. When the 
ever-opinionated TV an-
nouncer Howard Cosell 
argued the “baseball is 
boring,” Smith said sim-
ply, “Baseball is dull only 
to dull minds.”
 To fi nd out more about 
Mark Shields and read 
his past columns, visit 
the Creators Syndicate 
webpage at www.cre-
ators.com.
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Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 I have no phone and the 
therefore no number to 
give you. Whitch is why 
I am submitting for your 
thoughts on this letter’s 
subject, “Th e Power of the 
Concel Culture.”
 It is 5 a.m. Centrol, 
Standard Time. In 28, 
hours it will be 6 a.m. Cen-
trol Daylight Time. Saddly 
Standard Time is black li-
querish people iether love 
it or hate it.
 Sadly there are a lot of 
things that have polarized 
our nation. What is keep-
ing me upright now? Th e 
concel culture’s attack on 
a Warner Brothers’ car-
toon character. Th e French 
skunk Pepe La Pue is being 

blamed for the rape cul-
ture by them. Whomever 
“they” are?
 I am 65. When I was 5 
years a 14 years old pedifi lle 
stared what “the swinks” 
Ophra Winfree talked to 
call “Grewming.” I per-
sonally call the procescess 
“Unnurtuting”. I hope if 
he were still alive that the 
pedifi le mite not say, “Pepe 
LaPue made me do it.”
 I don’t that Harvey Win-
estien’s and/or Bill Cosby’s 
defence teams said “Pepe 
La Pue made my client 
do it.” Sadly, some ac-
cused rapest or molester’s 
aturnies may in the future.
 What Warner Brothers 
cartoon character is the 
cancel culture going to 
etack next?
 Mabe “Marvin the Mar-
tian?” He can be thought 
of as the ultom receast be-
cause he wants to blow up 
the Earth! By bowing up 
the Earth he aratacates the 
entire human race! Boom!
 Well, last I heard on the 
news Pepe LaPue is still at 
Six Flags whitch is Warner 
Brother’s Disney Land. I 
hope he stays and is not 
canceled there.
 Obviousley, this is my 

fi rst and only draft with all 
its spelling eras ete cetra. 
Hope it gives you some-
thing to think about and 
mabe write about too.

Edna Bounds.
Callisburg

To the Editor, 

 Covid 19 has proved to 
be deadly for some and 
others felt little eff ects. 
Some experts said face 
masks would help prevent 
the virus while others said 
the masks were useless. 
It appears no one or very 
few really understand this 
virus. Vaccines have been 
developed in an expedited 
mode in the hope of limit-
ing the eff ects of the virus. 
No long term testing has 
been performed. We have 
heard what has happened 
with some of the early vac-
cinations and new precau-
tions have been advised for 
persons with special health 
conditions.
 Now what are the long-
term eff ects from these vac-
cines ?

 Please reference what 
happened in the past. Th e 
drug Th alidomide was 
almost a cure-all in the 
1950’s and early 1960’s. It 
was used for colds, fl u, nau-
sea and given to pregnant 
women to ease morning 
sickness.  Unfortunately, 
estimates of 100,000 births 
around the world were ef-
fected by this drug, esti-
mates of 10,000 were born 
with sever birth defects. 
Th e drug was banned in 
the 1960’s after thousands 
were born with defects.  A 
special name  “Th alido-
mide Babies” was given to 
them. Of those, less than 
3,000 are still living. 
What do we do ? We can 
hope that testing will show 
these vaccines cause no 
long term eff ect. We can 
hope if serious long term 
eff ects are uncovered,  they  
will not be  concealed.  
Many believe this is a man-
made or genetically modi-
fi ed virus. We can hope 
that man will develop a 
safe cure.

Bill Johnson
Cooke County 
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AUSTIN – Last week, Rep-
resentative David Spiller was 
sworn in as a member of the 
Texas House of Representa-
tives for the 87th Texas Leg-
islature on Tuesday, March 
9th. Following his oath 
of offi  ce, Rep. Spiller fi led 
eight bills and co-authored 
ten bills in order to meet the 
bill fi ling deadline on Fri-
day, March 12th.
 “It is a great honor and 
blessing to have been offi  -
cially sworn in as your State 
Representative for House 
District 68. Th ank you for 
entrusting me to be your 

voice in the Texas House,” 
said Rep. Spiller.
 Rep. Spiller has authored 
and co-authored bills that 
include, expanding rural 
broadband access, as well 
as telemedicine and tele-
health, reducing taxes for 
businesses during emergen-
cies, defending the right 
to life, protecting religious 
freedom, prohibiting gen-
der modifi cation of chil-
dren, preventing males 
from participating in fe-
male sports, supporting 
public schools, expanding 
graduation alternatives for 

students, state-wide electric 
reform, agriculture land use 
protection, and supporting 
the 2nd Amendment.
 “I am proud to have fi led 
eight bills and co-authored 
ten bills that advance a ru-
ral conservative agenda and 
are aligned with the needs 
of House District 68,” ex-
plained Rep. Spiller.
 For more information on 
these bills or to receive email 
updates on legislative prog-
ress, contact Rep. Spiller’s 
offi  ce at (512) 463-0526 or 
email David.Spiller@house.
texas.gov.

Spiller Takes Oath of Offi  ce 

Tuesday; Files Eight Bills and 

Co-Authors Ten by Friday

Obituaries

Quality Care, Close to Home
Molly K. Isola, MD
OB-GYN

• Well-woman exams 
• Teens and adolescents
• Pregnancy testing 
• Vaginal and C-Section delivery
• Prenatal care 
• Treatment for incontinence
• Hysterectomy 
• Tubal ligation
• Infertility 
• Ultrasound

Call (940) 612-8750 to schedule an appointment

801 N. Grand Ave.
Gainesville, TX 76240
(940) 612-8750
www.ntmconline.net 

Looking for Native American Indians, Alaskan Natives 
or Native Hawaiians needing assistance finding 

employment or vocation training

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA
TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT 

 & TRAINING PROGRAM

Must be a member of a U.S. Federally recognized tribe with a 
supporting document from a U.S. Federally recognized Tribe’s 

Tribal Rolls and Records office and reside within our designated 
service area in Texas

Call 1-877-717-6101
or apply online at www.acwia.org

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Section 166, 
20 CFR 684.300(a) (1) An Indian, as determined by 

a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.

(Continued from Page 3)

James Lloyd Spruill

Services
 James “Sunshine” Lloyd 
Spruill, 63, of Gainesville, 
Texas passed away peacefully 
in his home Sunday, March 
21, 2021.
 A memorial service for 

James is currently being 
planned for his family and 
friends to be held at a later 
date.
History
 James was born in Fort 
Worth, Texas on December 
11, 1957 to Th omas Mil-
ton and Verna Mae Spruill.  
James was a graduate of 
Gainesville High School; 
class of 1976 where most 
knew him as “Sunshine”. 
James was a lover of rock & 
roll music, a connoisseur of 
beer, and a Nascar and Dal-
las Cowboys enthusiast. In 
his later years James enjoyed 
spending time with his fam-
ily, daytime tv with his side-
kick Bella, and monthly 
movie dates with his niece 
Tina and great, great neph-
ew Watson (who knew him 
as Grouch).

 

James is preceded in death 
by his parents Milton and 
Verna Spruill and his loving 
wife Shanna Spruill. 
Survivors
 James is survived by his sis-
ter Linda Milam of Gaines-
ville. Niece and Nephew 
Tina Davis of Gainesville, 
and Mike Newton of Heald-
ton, OK. Children, son Jer-
emy Spruill of Denton, and 
stepdaughter Crystal Crosby 
of Whitesboro. Two grand-
children Alexis and Layton, 
numerous cousins, great 
nieces and nephews, and 
many cherished friends.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Santiago Rodriguez

Services
 Funeral services for San-
tiago Rodriguez will be held 
10:00 AM Saturday, March 
20, 2021 at the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in 
Gainesville. A visitation will 
be held at the Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home 

on Friday, March 19, 2021 
from 6:00 - 8:00 PM
History
 Born, April 4th, 1945 in 
Progresso, Mexico, Santiago 
was born with love for the 
outdoors.  As a child, he en-
joyed a farm full of animals 
where his love for farming 
and ranching began.  In 
1967 he met his wife of 52 
years, Bertha Acosta Duran.  
With his fi rst child born in 
1969, he dreamed of a better 
life for his family.  He began 
working in the United States 
to provide for his family 
and moved them there in 
1978.  He started his jour-
ney in New Mexico where 
he worked for a few months 
and then moved to Texas 
where he eventually landed 
in a small town called Era, 
Texas.  Th ere he made a liv-
ing as a farmer and rancher 
for 35 years. He resided in 
Gainesville, TX for the last 
4 years of his life. Santiago 
passed away on March 15, 
2021 in Gainesville.
Survivors
 Santiago is preceded in 
death by his father Santiago 
Rodriguez, mother Paula 
Fierro, brothers Mario, 

Manuel, and Heriberto, sis-
ters Hortencia, y Domitila.  
He is survived by his wife 
Bertha, brothers Enrique, 
Efrain, and Osvaldo, sister 
Bertha, sons James, Carlos, 
Jorge, Javier, daughters Aide 
and Nancy, grandchildren 
Kevin, Abigail, Tatiana, Al-
exa, Zean, Zeta, RaHeim, 
DevYon, NeHemiah, Kay-
lee, and Kayden, great 
grandchildren Khloe and 
Karter.
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Sally Evelyn
Durfl inger

Services
 Sally Evelyn Durfl inger, 
88 of Gainesville, Texas 
passed away at her home on 
March 15, 2021.  Th ere will 
be a memorial service held 
at a later date at the St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church. 
History
 She was born on October 
26, 1932 in Topeka, Kansas 
to Marvin Trueblood and 

Dorothy (Goodwin) True-
blood.  Sally was a mem-
ber of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Gainesville, Tex-
as. She was an avid bridge 
player, golfer and loved 
crossword puzzles.Survi-
vors
 She is survived by her son, 
Mike Durfl inger and wife, 
Tracey; grandsons, Brent 
Durfl inger and wife, Hay-
lie, Brandon Durfl inger and 
Justin Wilhoit; granddaugh-
ters, Kayla Brasile and hus-
band, Seth; son in law, Dave 
Potter; grandsons, Jason 
Potter and Anthony Potter; 
granddaughters, Christina 
Cooper and Michelle Hol-
men and husband, Brian; 
great-grandchildren, Ja-
son Cooper, Ashlee Coo-
per, Christopher Holmen, 
Th omas Holmen, Eliijah 
Potter, Evelyn Brasile and 
Raymond Brasile.
 Preceded in death by her 
parents, Dorothy and Mar-
vin Trueblood; husband, 
Dale Judy Durfl inger and 
daughter, Debra Potter.
 To sign the online registry, 
please go to www.meadorfu-
neral.com

Hours: M-F 7:30 am - 6 pm, Sat & Sun 9 - 9:30 am & 5 - 5:30 pm

K-9 KLIPS & KENNELS
Vacation for Spring Break 
in our Central Heated and 

A/C Facility with Free Yard 
Time Throughout the Day!

7450 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville
(940) 665-9466 • (940) 665-8500

Medicare Advantage                                                        
Home Health Plans•Long Term Care

Confused about Medicare??
“I have the answers to your questions!”

Lowest Rates on Medicare Supplements

SENIOR SOLUTIONS
ENROLLMENT CENTER

Jodi Finkenbinder

903.814.4096
1720 County Road 219 • Gainesville

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Quinton Hendricks vs. 
Jennifer Hendricks, di-
vorce.
 Pharus Funding LLC as 
assignee of LHR, Inc. vs. 
Michael T. Overstreet, First 
State Bank and Trust, gar-
nishee, all other civil cases.
 Pharus Funding LLC 

as assignee of LHR, Inc. 
vs. Michael T. Overstreet, 
Prosperity Bank, all other 
civil cases.
 Dustin Dane Whetzel 
vs. Katelyn Bailey Whetzel, 
divorce.
 Heather Renee White vs. 
Jason Lann White, divorce.

Cases Decided
 Melissa Dawn Trammell 
vs. David Wayne Chap-
man, agreed judgements, 
divorce.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided

(Continued from Page 1)

 “From March 1, 2020 
until February 28, 2021 we 
disposed of 1,112 cases,” 
she said, adding “We were 
working fulltime.”
 She also noted the pan-
demic caused “somewhat 
of a small backlog.” Th e 
backlog is 264 cases, she 
said. “Th at’s nothing,” 
Haverkamp said noting 
some neighboring coun-
ties with many more courts 
have thousands of cases 
pending.
 She also said juries will 
be chosen at the Gainesville 
Civic Center to allow for 
social distancing. 
 “We already have done 
that with the grand jury 
in January,” she said. She 
added prospective jurors re-
ceived questionnaires relat-
ed to potential exposure to 
COVID-19, vulnerability 
to COVID-related illness 
and other health issues.
 Th ere will also be protec-
tive devices, hand sanitizer 
and frequent cleaning of 
the venue.
 Once the jury is selected 
trials will take place at the 
courthouse, she said. She 
also said a jury trial docket 
has been set for April 12 
and April 26.
 “I’m excited that we are 
going to be able to start jury 
trials again,” she said.
 Th e commissioners also 
presented a proclamation 
declaring April 2021 as 
Child Abuse Prevention 
and Awareness Month. 
County Judge Steve Starnes 
read the proclamation and 
noted in 2020 the Texas 
Department of Family and 

Protective Services con-
fi rmed 47,913 cases of child 
abuse in Texas. Of those 
children 156 were Cooke 
County children.
 Court-Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA) members 
were on hand to receive the 
proclamation. 
 Th e commissioners also 
approved the treasurer’s 
monthly report for February.
 Next, Cooke County 
Human Resources Direc-
tor Elizabeth Huchton dis-

cussed ending, on March 
31, a county leave policy 
which had allowed employ-
ees to receive pay during 
time off  for COVID infec-
tion or quarantine. Em-
ployees would still be com-
pensated for up to 48 hours 
following vaccination for 
COVID provided the em-
ployee suff ered adverse ef-
fects from the vaccination.
 Commissioners voted to 
rescind the COVID leave 
policy.
 Commissioners took no 
action on the courthouse 
annex remodel and ap-
proved a recommendation 
from Texas Roof Manage-
ment Inc. to be adminis-
tered by Texas Association 
of Counties for roof repairs 

to damaged roofs on county 
buildings.
 Th e commissioners took 
no action regarding the 
Kress building,  no action 
regarding radio commu-
nication system, no action 
regarding speed limits on 
county roads and no action 
regarding various grants.
 Commissioners approved 
a consent agenda which in-
cluded the following items.
 Departmental reports 
were Cooke County Library 

February, Commissioner 
Precinct 2 – February, Dis-
trict Attorney – February, 
County Attorney – Febru-
ary, Tax-Assessor Collector – 
February, EMS – February, 
Court Compliance – Febru-
ary, Tax Collections – Feb-
ruary, Auditor – February.
 Fiscal year 2021 budget 
amendments.
 Payment of monthly 
bills.
 Payroll land related ex-
penses.
 Voting machine rental 
agreements with Valley 
View ISD for early voting 
and general election May 1, 
2021.
 Surplus by auction of 
listed property for road and 
bridge Precinct 3.

 Approval of CASA plac-
ing display on courthouse 
lawn for Child Abuse Pre-
vention and Awareness 
Month in April.
 Cell phone allowance for 
Civil Deputy Wrobel.
 2020 Racial Profi ling Re-
port from Cooke County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Transfer from Road and 
Bridge Pct. 3 to Road and 
Bridge Precinct 1 a 1988 
Mack dump truck and a 
11998 John Deere motor 

grader for an agreed upon 
price of $30,000.
 Bid specifi cations for 
bulk MC-250, MC-800, 
MC-300, asphalts and 
emulsions to be used by 
the road and bridge depart-
ments and advertisement 
for same.
 Acceptance of anony-
mous donation to the li-
brary in the amount of 
$18.49.
 Acceptance of anony-
mous donation to the li-
brary in the amount of $20.
 Updated resolution ap-
proving submission of grant 
application for Coronavirus 
Emergency Supplemental; 
Funding Program to refl ect 
new county judge as autho-
rized offi  cial.

Judge to Commissioners: District 
Court to Handle Jury Trials 
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Crossword Puzzle Answers

Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds
This cool dude is 
Walt! He is a real 
ladies’ man that 
knows how to 
work it. He gets 
along with the 
males as well but 
defi nitely seems to 
enjoy his mornings 
out with two of our 
female dogs that 
he is friends with. 

Walt is such a gentleman that is very well mannered. 
His calm demeanor would make for a great addition 
into anyone’s home. He’s kind of a go with the fl ow 
type of guy that doesn’t mind being gushed over but is 
also content with doing his own thing. Walt is such a 
sweet boy so why not give him a chance and bring your 
family, including your dogs, in to meet to see just how 
good of a boy he really is! To set an appointment give 
us a call at (940)665-9800. Noah’s Ark hours are Mon-
day- Saturday 11-5, closed on Thursday and Sunday.

Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper 
in the Cooke County Area and offer legal notices of 
any variety with one low fl at rate price.  940-665-2320.

The Weekly News
“We are the best bang 

for your buck!”

For Sale

The Weekly News clas-
sifi ed ads. Just give us a  
call 940.665.2320.

Legal Notices

Truck Drivers Openings 
$1200 Guaranteed Minimum per Week

Class A CDL, OTR and Regional Runs
Heavy haul, Dry Vans and Reefers
Terminal located in Sanger Texas

Call Carl at 940-367-3056
for more info.

Help Wanted

Animal Adoption

Garage
Sales

Construction Worker 
Wanted at Jonah Skip-
worth Construction and 
Plumbing. Call Jonah at 
940-222-3353 or submit 
resume at jonah@jonahs-
kipworth.com.
                                                                                                                                                  01/27

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 per 

week.

940.665.2320

Full time Floor hands 
and Derrick men needed, 
experience not neces-
sary, excellent benefi ts 
for qualifi ed individuals. 
Apply at Norman’s Well 
Service, Inc., 3726 E. 
Hwy 82, Gainesville, TX 
76240. (940) 668-8201.
                                                                                                                                            02/10

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to the 
entire county! Advertise 
them in The Weekly News 
for as low as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call 
at 940.665.2320.

Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            01/27

Dishwasher, cook, bus 
tables. Apply in person at 
Los Mariachis, Gaines-
ville, 319 North Com-
merce Street.
                                                                  02/24

Callisburg ISD Is Cur-
rently Accepting Applica-
tions For Custodial Posi-
tions. Applications Are 
Available At The Callis-
burg ISD Administration 
Offi ce Located At 148 
Dozier St. Callisburg, TX. 
76240. You May Contact 
Gene May @ 940-736-
4167 With Any Questions 
About The Positions.
                                                                   02/17

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

Manager Position Open 
for Small property in Val-
ley View Texas. Call 940-
736-8544. 
                                                                                                                                            02/24

97 Chevy ¾ Ton Pickup 
High Mileage. Clean 
Truck 2700 CR 4629 FM 
678 or Leave Message at 
940-665-7337.
                                                                                                                                                  03/17

Help Wanted at Askew 
Tire. Apply in per-
son, 2002 E. Hwy 82 in 
Gainesville.
                                                                                                                                            03/17

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Region 9 Education Service Center is requesting pro-
posals for HVAC systems including installation for 
two Head Start locations (Northwest-Wichita Falls and 
Gainesville). 

The complete RFP specifi cations are available at
www.esc9.net or contact: 

Dana Parrish, Administrative Assistant
301 Loop 11
Wichita Falls, TX 76306
Phone Number (940) 322-6928
Email: dana.parrish@esc9.net

A pre-proposal site visit is scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 31, 2021 at 10:00 AM at Northwest Headstart, 
2310 5th Street, Wichita Falls, TX 76301; and at 2:00 
PM at Gainesville ISD Headstart, 912 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Ave., Gainesville, TX 76240. 

Proposals will be accepted until the 16th day of April, 
2021 at 3:00 PM.  Responses may be mailed or hand 
delivered to Region 9 ESC, 301 Loop 11, Wichita Falls, 
Texas 76306.  Proposals will be opened on Tuesday, 
April 20, 2021 at 10:00 AM at Region 9 ESC located at 
301 Loop 11, Wichita Falls, Texas 76306.  

Failure to have a response submitted by the above 
deadline shall result in the response NOT being consid-
ered; fax or other electronic submissions shall NOT be 
considered.  The selection of respondent(s) shall be in 
accordance with Texas Education Code Chapter 44, if 
applicable, and Texas Government Code 2254.  

REGION 9 ESC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO 
REJECT ANY OR ALL RESPONSES AND TO 
WAIVE IRREGULARITIES OR INFORMALI-
TIES AS MAY BE DEEMED IN THE ESC’S BEST 
INTEREST.

WAIVER OF CLAIMS:  BY TENDERING A RE-
SPONSE TO THIS REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS, 
THE PROPOSER ACKNOWLEDGES THAT IT 
HAS READ AND FULLY UNDERSTANDS THE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBMITTING A RE-
SPONSE, AND THE PROCESS USED BY THE 
ESC FOR SELECTING A PROVIDER.  FUR-
THER, BY SUBMITTING A RESPONSE, THE 
PROPOSER FULLY, VOLUNTARILY AND UN-
DERSTANDINGLY WAIVES AND RELEASES 
ANY AND ALL CLAIMS AGAINST REGION 9 
ESC, OR ANY OF ITS DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, 
AGENTS AND/OR EMPLOYEES THAT COULD 
ARISE OUT OF THE ADMINISTRATION, EVAL-
UATION, OR RECOMMENDATION OF ANY RE-
SPONSE SUBMITTED TO THIS REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS.
                                                                                                 03/24

Auto
For Sale

Garage Sale – 11 Quail 
Run – March 26 & 27. 
Lots of household items, 
antique dresser, miscella-
neous furniture, all kinds 
of jewelry.
                                                                                                                                             03/24

OSB Smart Trim and Siding and More. Less Than Box 
Stores 940-902-9916.
                                                                                                                                                       03/17

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

By order of the Commissioners Court of Cooke County, 
Texas, a public hearing to deliberate and consider pos-
sible action on the replat of various lots in The Refuge 
at Moss Lake in Pct. 4 will be held on Monday, the 12th 
day of April, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. in the Commissioners 
Courtroom, 1st Floor of the Cooke County Courthouse, 
101 South Dixon Street, Gainesville, Texas.
                                                                                                 03/24

For Sale 1993 GMC 
Truck. Motor is good. 
940-284-1271.
                                                                                                                                                  03/17

For only $39/year you can
receive the best news coverage 

in Cooke County at home!

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas 
Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

Missing
Something?

Offering subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272

Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238 
Lindsay - 76250 • Myra - 76253

Auctions

For All your Auction needs
Owner Ken Pearse 940-736-8751

License #11148

WW AUCTION COMPANY 
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Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Apartments For Rent

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
                

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
940-668-8840 /
940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling
LIC 4743A1

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Cooke County Quality 
Home Improvments

Now Offering Complete
Plumbing Services.

Call Today!
940-668-0678

Lic#39398

House
For Rent

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                                                                                   03/31

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Two bedroom. New con-
struction. No pets. W/D 
hookup. $950 rent. $950 
deposit.  940-902-9916. 
                                                                                                                                             03/31

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

The

Weekly News
       of Cooke County

“We are the best
bang for

your buck!”
940-665-2320

If you’ve lost 
your cat or 

dog, be sure 
to check these 

places

Noah’s Ark 
Animal
Shelter

940-665-9800

Chance’s
Haven

940-902-3756

Red River 
SPCA

940-668-6714

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Licensed & Insured

Morales, Jose
Residen  al & Commercial

Mowing, Gardening,
Plan  ng, Tree Trimming

All Your Landscaping Needs
940-668-0470
940-902-2168

Briar Patch Beauty & More
Tonja Brown

Specializing in Perms & Roller Sets!
6717 FM 902, Gainesville, TX 76240

940-727-1774

Family Lawn Care
Services

corbincharles167@gmail.com
940-902-0506 Charles
940-577-8121 Valerie

Allred’s Appliance
Repair

Serving Gainesville and 
North Texas for 17 Years

940-580-8602

Washers, Dryers,
Refrigerators

Lawn Mower Service. Tree Trimming.
Call 940-580-8434 or 940-284-0410.

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
1215 S Clements 

310 W Church 
(commercial)

603 E Hwy 82 - 
Nocona

(commercial lot)
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Offi ce: 940.665.232010

734 N. Grand Avenue  |  Gainesville  |  940.668.9000
WWW.GAINESVILLETXDENTIST.COM

AWARDED THE 
BEST DENTAL
OFFICE IN TOWN

3 Years in 

a Row

New equipment to better serve you!
Lower Radiations | Painless | Convenient | Accurate


